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CHIEF KENAHAN: It's 11:58 a.m., and 
this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan, 
Safety Battalion of the Fire Department of 
the City of New York. I am conducting an 
interview with Lieutenant Francis Farrington 
of Engine 76, in the quarters of Engine 76. 
Q. Francis, just tell me the events as you 

recall them on September 11th. 

A. We were in the firehouse and we had 
seen -- we had the television on and we saw some 
tape of the first plane into the first building. 

Q. The north tower. 

A. The north tower. At that time the 
second plane struck the second tower and 
immediately Chief Picciotto contacted the 
dispatcher and informed him that we needed to 
double the response assignment. He jumped in his 
battalion car and he responded, informed the 
dispatcher he was going to the World Trade 
Center. 

Shortly thereafter we received a 

ticket, and the ticket was for the second fifth 
alarm for the second tower. We responded second 


due on the second fifth. 
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We responded down the West Side 
Highway. Approximately three blocks from the 
World Trade Center, we received a radio 
transmission from the Manhattan dispatcher that 
advised all the units responding in on the second 
fifth alarm to report in to the command post on 
West Street. 

We momentarily parked the apparatus 
under the pedestrian bridge just north of Liberty 
Street. We exited the apparatus. The chauffeur 
positioned, attempted to take a position on the 
north side of the towers to impede the Siamese. 
I'm sure he can inform you the specifics on that 
if he hasn't done so already. 

At that point we directed our members 
to return with rollups, so we set up in front of 
Two World Financial Center on West Street. The 
command post and staging area was located in 
front of a parking garage. 

We reported in, we stand fast. We were 
waiting for our assignment when the south tower 
collapsed. At that point my members and myself 
and some other companies took refuge into the 


parking garage. We felt that was our best 
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protection at that point. We headed into the 
garage. 

My concern at that point was to shelter 
my company and also find an alternative means out 
of the garage. I did a quick check in the 
building and I found -- I hoped to find and I did 
find a stairway leading up to the garage. We 
found the exit, hooked up a search rope and we 
stretched the search rope back into the garage, 
because at that point various personnel, civilian 
and firemen personnel, had scattered at that 
point. 

We got them on the search rope, got 
them up into the tower, up about two flights. We 
were on the west side of Two World Financial 
Center and were heading towards the water. We 
didn't receive orders at that point. We tried to 
regroup in the staging area along the Hudson 
River at that point. 

We awaited orders at that point when 
the second tower -- we were forming up in the 
staging area when the second tower collapsed. 

Q. Where exactly was the staging area? 


A. We attempted to find the staging area 
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at Vesey and north river. Different battalions 
were reporting in, and we were trying to group 
together. At that point or shortly thereafter, 
the second tower collapsed. 

After it had collapsed, we regrouped 
and were ordered by the command chief -- I don't 
know his name -- to conduct a perimeter search 
along Vesey Street and West Street. We did so. 
The conditions were very quiet and very poor 
visibility. It was almost like we had a blizzard 
there. 

During the search we were ordered by 
one of the battalions to move north above -- 
towards Stuyvesant High School -- under the 
overpass at Chambers Street, because at that 
point it was feared that Six World Trade Center 
was going to collapse. It did so later in the 
afternoon. 

While at the command post some people I 
saw that eventually were, killed or missing, 
Chief Ganci, Donald Burns, Chief Downey, Captain 
Stackpole, Chaplain Juose. As I was crossing 
West Street, I saw Safety Chief or SOC Chief 


Paolillo. 
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That's pretty much the story at that 
point. If there's any other people, I'll let you 
know. As far as companies reporting in, Ladder 
22 was with us at the staging area and ordered 
into the building. I believe they were ordered 
into the south tower, and they were on their way 
through the north tower, I believe, into the 
south tower when the south tower came down. They 
were apparently inundated and buried in the 
lobby. Their members could probably give you 
more specifics there. 

Reports of Ladder 25, I didn't see them 
directly, but some of the men reported they saw 
them entering an elevator and were never heard 
from again. Lieutenant Nichols talks about 
contact with people in 4 Truck, so he may be able 
to give you more information. He's in Engine 74. 

I think that's it for now. If I had 
more, I'd give it to you. 

CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 12:05, 


and this interview is concluded. 


